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Aim The seminar was held with the objective of providing the latest information on politics, economy and business opportunities 
in the Middle East region and the GCC countries in particular, to companies and organizations based in Hokkaido. It also 
aimed to promote business creation and foray into the Middle East by Hokkaido-base companies, while following up on the 
Hokkaido public-private business mission to the Middle East (Qatar, UAE) from March 29 through April 2, organized and 
implemented by the Hokkaido Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry(METI).

Overview Overview:
The seminar was implemented according to the following program. 

14：00-14：10 Opening remarks
  Mr. Toshikazu Masuyama, Director-General , Hokkaido Bureau, METI
                        
14：10-14：55　Keynote speech 
 "Political and economic situations in the MENA region and GCC countries" 

Mr. Yoshiki Hatanaka, Advisor, Energy and Environment Program, International Development Center of 
Japan (IDCJ)

14：55-15：45 Presentation & introduction
 "The consumer markets in the Middle East"

Mr. Toshiaki Wakabayashi, Deputy Director, Middle East and Africa Division, Overseas Research 
Department, Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)

 "Introduction of JETRO's operations in the Middle East and the activities of JETRO Hokkaido" 
  Mr. Hiroyuki Nakazato, Director-General for Hokkaido Region, JETRO 
16：00-16：45 Panel discussion "The current status and issues of business in the Middle East" 

Moderator: Mr. Iwane Iwata, Deputy Managing Director, Japan Cooperation Center for the Middle East 
(JCCME) 

 　 Panelists: Mr. Yoshiki Hatanaka, IDCJ 
    Mr. Toshiaki Wakabayashi, JETRO
    Mr. Takashi Oya, Investment Advisor, JCCME
16：45-17：15　Reports and introduction of related activities

"Report of the Qatar/Dubai business mission and initiatives of Hokkaido Bureau of Economy, Trade and 
Industry" 

Mr. Masatomo Tanaka, Director, Agriculture, Commerce and Industry Collaboration Division, Hokkaido 
Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry 

 "Introduction of the activities of Japan Cooperation Center  for the Middle East" 
  Mr. Yosuke Okazaki, General Manager, Planning and Research Division, JCCME 
17：15-17：20 Closing remarks
  Mr. Akio Nakanishi, Managing Director, JCCME 
17：30-18：30 Networking Reception

*Sponsored by: Hokkaido Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry of METI; JCCME; JETRO Hokkaido; Executive Committee for 
Promotion and Support of Overseas Expansion of "Hokkaido Brand"
Supported by: Hokuren Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives; Hokkaido Food Industry Promotion Organization; Hokkaido 
Association for Bio-business; United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) Investment & Technology 
Promotion Office, Tokyo
Cooperation: Foundation for International Trade and Industrial Co-operation

1

2

3

4

Result
Achievement

• With an audience of approximately 120 people including concerned parties, active discussions and Q&A were held 
throughout the program. In fact, the panel discussion elicited so many questions from the floor that they could not be fielded 
completely within the scheduled time, and provided an indication of the strong interest that business circles in Hokkaido 
have in the Middle East region. 
• Evaluation forms from the audience showed that the seminar was highly rated by the majority of the participants. They also 
took advantage of the networking reception to seek consultation on specific business matters, which contributed to making 
the seminar a highly meaningful event for future opportunities.
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Aim To contribute to creating future businesses in the Middle East region by providing wide-ranging knowledge of the region, 
including local political, economic and social situations and the local business environment, and also by promoting the 
development of personal relationships through visits to local government offices and companies and visits to relevant sites. 

Overview In a nine-day period spanning September 14 (Fri) to September 22 (Sat), we visited the cities of Riyadh and Al Khobar (Saudi 
Arabia), Manama (Bahrain), and Abu Dhabi and Dubai (UAE). In each of these cities, we visited government-affiliated 
institutions and companies (national oil companies and private enterprises) to conduct interviews, inspected local factories 
affiliated with Japanese companies, and interacted with Japanese employees of Japanese companies stationed in the Middle 
East. 

<Saudi Arabia (Riyadh, Al Khobar)>
On the first day, members of the mission visited the JETRO Riyadh Office and received a briefing of economic and business 
situations in Saudi Arabia. They then paid a call on Mizuho Saudi Arabia, where they received an overview of the company 
and held a Q&A on the local financial situation and investors' investment attitude. On the second day, the mission visited 
NICDP to learn about the organization's policies and activities, followed by a visit to MODON, to learn about the concept of 
the industrial park managed by MODON and its incentives for attracting companies to the park. Then, in a meeting at the 
Al-Bosaily Law Firm, the group received a lecture on legal guidelines for Japanese companies advancing into Saudi Arabia 
and recent changes in relevant Saudi Arabian laws. On the third day, the mission traveled to Al Khobar in eastern Saudi 
Arabia and first visited ARAMCO's New Business Development Department. After receiving an introduction of the 
department, mission members from three companies in Japan gave a presentation. The mission then visited Hisaka Works 
Middle East for a meeting, followed by a visit to Hitachi Saihati, where it learned about the particulars of the company's 
establishment and toured its plant. 

<Bahrain (Manama)>
In Manama, members of the mission first visited the Bahrain Economic Development Board and learned about the country's 
strategy for inviting companies to Bahrain. They then paid a courtesy call on Industry and Commerce Minister Dr. Hassan 
Fakhro accompanied by H.E. Mr. Shigeki Sumi, Japanese Ambassador to Bahrain. In the following visits to Bahrain Logistic 
Zone and Bahrain International Investment Park, the group received a presentation on the logistics terminal and industrial 
facilities operated by the two organizations. The mission also visited NOGA, where it received a detailed overview of Bahrain's 
oil and gas industry policies, and Yokogawa Middle East, where they received an outline of the company's businesses.

<UAE (Abu Dhabi, Dubai)>
In Abu Dhabi, the mission received a briefing on economic and business situations in the UAE at the JCCME UAE Japan Desk, 
and learned about relevant UAE laws and regulations and legal considerations for advancing into Abu Dhabi at Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP. The group then visited ADNOC, where a presentation was given of the overview of the 
company and ADNOC Group. In the afternoon of the same day, the mission visited MASDAR and received information on 
future cities supported mainly by renewable energies. The next day, after traveling to Dubai, the members visited the Jebel 
Ali Free Zone to learn about the site's facilities and to tour the port facilities by bus. They then paid a call on the JETRO Dubai 
Office and received a briefing on general situations in MENA.
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Despite the tight schedule that took the mission through five cities in three countries over a short 9 days, most of the 
participants appreciated the opportunity to learn about similarities and differences among the countries visited and deepen 
their understanding of local economic and political situations and legal systems. Because the mission consisted of members 
from various industries and included a number of businessmen who are in charge of the Middle East region, questions and 
proposals at each destination were raised from diverse perspectives, and deep discussions were held with members of local 
destinations. Taking the occasion of this mission, some participating companies actually established a business relationship 
with some of the institutions/companies visited.
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